Book reviews
Cancer. Progress Volume. 190 edited by Ronald W Raven OBE TD FRCS pp xv+242+16 illustrated 60s London, Butterworth & Co (Publishers) Ltd 1960 With this volume, cancer joins other medical subjects in having what will presumably be annual progress volumes with the object of bringing buyers of the original main volume up to date. Examples of some of the subjects discussed in this volume are tumour virology, bone-marrow replacement, circulating cancer cells in the blood stream, tobacco smoking as a cause of cancer, regiona-l perfusion with chemotherapeutic agents, and the oxygen effect in radiotherapy. Most of the articles are written primarily for the non-expert reader, but somethat on recent advances in tumour virology is an exampleaim at bringing the bibliography of the subject up to date. This latter approach is confusing for the non-expert reader who needs a guide through what the writer of a subsequent article calls a 'torrent of literature'; the expert can usually find his bibliography elsewhere. The appearance of this volume also raises the question of the desirability of annual progress volumes. Regular annual volumes are administratively convenient for the publishers, but with the plethora of journals and the high cost of books one wonders whether the appearance of a progress volume should not be dictated by material rather than by time. These reflections notwithstanding, the present volume contains enough new and interesting matter to justify itself.
Handbook of Abnormal Psychology: An Experimental Approach edited by HJ Eysenck PhD pp xvi+816 illustrated £6 London: Pitman MedicalPublishing Co Ltd 1960 This book is of importance to psychiatrists and psychologists alike, unaccustomed though many psychiatrists may be to the experimental approach, for here is a major attempt to provide a scientific basis for the study of abnormal behaviour and of psychiatry. From the point of view presented by this book abnormality is not to be conceived in terms of classes of people suffering from mental diseases produced by definite 'causes' but rather in terms of the defective functioning of certain psychological systems, the delineation of which is the task of experimental psychology. Wherever possible the usual paradign of psychiatric research ... x members of class y showed behaviour z . . . is supplanted by the superior paradigm: change in the independent variable x effects a change y in function z. The adoption of this viewpoint has meant that less than one-fifth of the published papers and books examined have been included in this comprehensive review of abnormal psychology; for example, all the extensive literature on the Rorschach test is omitted.
With the exception of Dr E Slater who, with Mr J Shields, contributes the chapter on Heredity, and Dr L Rees who writes on Constitutional Factors, all the contributors are, or have been, members of the Psychology Department at the Institute of Psychiatry.
The book falls into three sections, dealing with the description and measurement; the causes and determinants; and the experimental study and modification of abnormal behaviour. Some of it will make difficult reading for those who are unfamiliar with the mathematical ideas and notation involved. The double column format is an advantage and there are comprehensive author and subject indices.
Surgery of the Acute Abdomen by John A Shepherd VRD MD ChM FRCSEd FRCS QHS ppx+1228 illustrated £5 Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone Ltd 1960
It is a surprising fact that very few textbooks have been written on acute abdominal emergencies; surprising because it is here that the responsibility of the patient's management is often in the hands of a relatively inexperienced surgeon. The appearance of a modem book on this subject is therefore welcome. In Mr Shepherd's book everyday emergencies are considered in a practical manner and with helpful advice on the difficult problems one encounters with these casesthe late appendicitis, for example. However, it is in the acute abdomen above all other fields that the surgeon must be prepared to come across the unusual; here that prior knowledge of a rare condition and its management may well be life-saving. The author has performed a great service in gathering together both from his own experience and from a voluminous and up-to-date surgical literature an encyclopadic and fascinating account of the less common emergencies and their treatment.
We in this country can be proud that the two most popular and important books on abdominal emergencies, those ofZachary Cope and Hamilton Bailey, emanate from these Islands. To these it is now a pleasure to add a third which will, without doubt, take its place alongside the others as essential reading for the emergency surgeon.
